
FORTH & ENDRICK ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 3RD April 2014 

 

Muriel Holroyd, Province President, welcomed all members. 

 

She invited Grant Farquharson to present obituaries for 5 F&E members. 

Arthur Pollock, Buchlyvie who was a Past President of Strathendrick and an Honorary 

Member. 

George Harris, immediate Past President of Strathendrick. 

Marion Johnston, Kilsyth and Fintry  Marion will be well remembered for her public 

speaking and singing. 

Jean Clark, an Honorary member of Strathendrick and owner of Drumore Curling 

Pond. 

Matt Murdoch, Past president of RCCC and father of David whose Silver Olympic 

Medal win in Sochi was watched avidly on TV. Matt died shortly after this event. He 

was dedicated to curling, farming and his family. 

 

A minute’s silence was observed. 

 

Muriel then introduced Lauren Gray, member of Balfron CC, to give a talk on her 

Olympic Experience. 

Lauren gave a snapshot account of her experience in Sochi. The 3rd of December was 

an unforgettable day for her – she passed her Driving Test, her announcement as fifth 

Player in Eve Muirhead’s team was announced and she had her Graduation 

Ceremony. 

After selection the team adopted Eve’s work schedule. This was seriously tough ice 

work, gym sessions and mind sets. This started a year of high pressure routines. 

The teams were issued with 5.5kg of uniforms each. 

While in Olympic park, they were in a virtual ‘bubble’, unaware of home reactions. 

They were issued with bikes. The food hall was massive – mainly MacDonalds, eaten 

by everyone! No money was spent on anything. The ice rink was fabulous – bright 

and cool. 

The most important event was their losing in the semifinal to Jen Jones of Canada. 

The changing room became very emotional. There was a 1% difference between the 

teams, showing they were, and are, good enough to win. No regrets as they gave 

everything. After Eve’s last stone to win bronze there were tears all round. It felt like 

winning Gold! 

There were 3 days of media frenzy during which they heard about the British 

response. 

They were home for 3 days when Lauren got a call to say that the wheelchair curler 

who was to have commentated was ill so Lauren set off to Moscow that day to take 

over. She hopes to have more opportunities to continue commentating. 

 

Apologies 



Received from Alice and Ben Somerville, Mike Jackson and Jimmy Bilsland. 

Minute from AGM 2013 – approved by Douglas Telfer, seconded by John Cross. 

 

Matters arising 

 

Steve Russell gave a brief report on the Buccaneers’ first year of playing with F&E.  

They had thoroughly enjoyed it. They were aware that at first the clubs thought they 

were there to win everything, but this was proved not to be true. They are very 

interested in generating Junior Curling. At their AGM they had 6 Juniors joining, 

being mentored by the established members. They hope the Juniors will play in the 

Forest Hills League and in other Stirling competitions. The club has several member 

coaches. 

Steve said they had all been made very welcome and thanked the Clubs. 

 

Rules 

 

At the last AGM the Constitution was agreed. 

The rules were deferred to the Draw Meeting. Rewording of the Rules regarding the 

Gordon Mitchell and Province medal were reconsidered. The Meeting agreed that 

where a player turns up late the game start on time. 

Late arrival – 5 minutes 1 shot lost 

   10    “        2 shots lost 

   15    “        3 Shots lost and one end. 

If the second session involves a different club, these penalties apply again if there is 

still a player missing. At the AGM the opportunity was given to clubs to comment. 

None was forthcoming. 

 

Competition results 

 

Province members have entered and done well in competitions at Kelso, Braehead, 

Kinross, Greenacres, Murrayfield and Hamilton. 

Neil Hogg’s team were third in the Scottish Wheelchair Curling Championships. 

Barbara McPake [Buccaneers] was in Kerry Barr’s Scottish Championship winning 

team. 

In the National Masters Jeanette Wilson with Norma Brown led the winning team. 

WSL won the Area Ladies Points. 

Ann Hutchison was in the team winning the Greenacres Ladies Open, beating 

Christine Canon in the final.  

 

Insurance Update from RCCC. 

 

Club Insurance is now covered by the RCCC. 

 



 

Charter Status 

 

Some Clubs may be advised to review their status. Discounts are available for charter 

and affiliated clubs. Several clubs have Web site:- Strathendrick[covering F&E], 

FHTCC, Balfron and Buccaneers. 

 

Stirling Curling Group Report 

 

At their AGM it was agreed to form a Working Group to discuss Active Stirling’s Ice 

Usage Policy and the implications for Clubs. Recommendations included ‘all clubs, 

large and small to be treated equally, a policy is needed from Active Stirling re over-

booking, fair share of unsocial ice, better communications all round with help from 

the Development officer made available. 

Also SCG instigated a meeting of reps from Area 6, the 4 Provinces, SCG, and the 

Community Sports Group in response to criticism of the structures being too 

cumbersome. All should have received an e-mail from Bill Strang [the Secretary] in 

an attempt to clarify the roles and responsibilities of The Province. 

 

President’s Report 

 

Newspaper articles re Try Curling. Good response from many of the papers although 

our timing was unfortunate. In most cases we just missed the summer edition. A 

useful list of Editorial staff now exists. Logan thanked F&E Province for the initiative. 

 

Swedish Curling Tour 

 

There is a blog on http://swedentour2013.blogspot.co.uk and an article was in the 

Killearn Courier. 

The tour was only 10 days with 16 curlers. Many meetings were held over the summer 

mainly regarding clothing. 

Generally there was not as much curling as anticipated, never more than 6 ends. In 

one case, lack of opponents meant that points were played. 

Ice rinks are mainly new and very smart. Each rink is attached to one club only. 

In Canada, Scots teams were hosted on most nights but only on two in Sweden. The 

tour was all paid in advance – there was no snow! 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

The current Financial Report was circulated and will be completed by 10th April.  

http://swedentour2013.blogspot.co.uk/


Surplus money was achieved by taking ice in the Early Birds dates. There is always a 

loss on Points. Website cost rose from £10 to £15 and the Hall cost had increased. The 

Province also had to buy 100 Badges. 

Muriel raised the question of financially supporting the International Wheelchair 

Competition at the Peak. A figure of £100 was agreed. 

 

The ice prices with Discount will rise to £9.45. The practicalities of exact ice money 

arose and the preference was expressed for £10 rather than£9.50. This was agreed. 

The Sub will stay at £15. 

Muriel is going to ask why Area 6 gets a Higher discount than any other. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

 

Betty thanked all the Club Secretaries for their co-operation and help. She encouraged 

Clubs to look to the Web to find results. The Home Page also had much excellent 

information put on by Gill.  

Clubs must remember to notify RCCC of any additional members or losses of 

members. They must keep the Province Secretary up to date with e-mail addresses and 

telephone numbers. 

Kinross situation:- Some decorative work and carpeting has been done but the main 

job has been the creation of a store for all goods as the rink is no longer able to use 

hotel facilities. The rink is now run by the Kinross Curling Club. Phone No is 01577 

861821. The rink will close in April through to August/September to allow all the 

electrical and structural work to be completed. The car park will also be increased and 

renovated.  

Ottawa Tour:- This is being sponsored by the Renfrewshire X11th Province. They 

will play at Stirling on October 31st and will have 6 mixed teams. 

 

Presentation of Trophies and Prizes 

 

The results of all the competitions played by F&E are on the Web Site thanks to Gill 

and her various helpers who draw up / relay these cards to Gill. 

Many thanks to Gill for her meticulous keeping of the Web site and for her control 

over the Financial state of the Province. 

 

Election of Office Bearers. 

 

President – Ann Hutchison, Forest Hills 

Vice President – Douglas Telfer, Loch Ard 

Secretary- Fiona Glass, Strathendrick 

Treasurer – Gill Smith, Strathendrick 

Past President – Muriel Holroyd, WSL 

[Next President is from Strathendrick] 



 

Muriel then recoded special thanks to Betty for her work over 8 eight years as 

Secretary. Betty has spent many hours arranging ice, attending meetings, travelling to 

and fro with her finger on the pulse and keeping everyone informed. 

Ann  then presented Betty with a beautiful hand painted plate and a bottle of brandy 

and Grant presented a large bouquet of flowers. Ann also announced that Betty had 

been awarded an Honorary Membership of  Forest Hills Curling Club. 

Betty thanked everyone for the presents and kind words. 

 

Curling arrangements. 

 

Draw meeting is on April 10th in Killearn Village Hall 7 for 7.30. 

Competed draw forms must be produced at this meeting and the draws will be made 

that night. Each Club should have 2 representatives [preferably Secretary and 

Province Committee member] one of whom must sign the booking form. 

 

AOB 

 

RCCC AGM Dewar’s Centre, Perth on 14th June at 2pm. 

Ladies Branch AGM at Dumfries on13th May at 2pm. 

 

 

 

9.4.14. 


